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present. After this visit the Czar went to say good-bye
to the King at the Tuileries. It had been agreed that
there should be no more ceremonies between them. It
was impossible to display more intelligence, grace, and
tenderness towards the King than the Czar displayed
on all these occasions; and again on the morrow, when
the King came to the Hotel de Lesdiguieres to wish
him a pleasant journey, no ceremony being observed.

On Sunday, the 20th of June, the Czar departed, and
slept at Ivry, bound straight for Spa, where he was ex-
pected by the Czarina. He would be accompanied by
nobody, not even on leaving Paris. The luxury he re-
marked much surprised him; he was moved in speak-
ing upon the King and upon France, saying, he saw
with sorrow that this luxury would soon ruin the coun-
try. He departed, charmed by the manner in which
he had been received, by all he had seen, by the liberty
that had been left to him, and extremely desirous to
closely unite himself with the King; but the interests
of the Abbe Dubois, and of England, were obstacles
which have been much deplored since.

The Czar had an extreme desire to unite himself to
France. Nothing would have been more advantageous
to our commerce, to our importance in the north, in
Germany, in all Europe. The Czar kept England in
restraint as to her commerce, and King George in fear
for his German states. He kept Holland respectful,
and the Emperor measured. It cannot be denied that
he made a grand figure in Europe and in Asia, or
that France would have infinitely profited by close
union with him. He did not like the Emperor; he
wished to sever us from England, and it was England